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Local author recognized by New York book club

By Jose De Leon Il

A local aothor whose
books promotes bilingual-
ism has been recognized by
the New York Latna Book
Club-again,

Frank Brewster III. Mis-
sion pative and the owner
of Brewster's Guacamaya
Enterprises, had his poetry
book “Del Corazon'” ranked

as one of the 50 best books of
2018 in their 6th anmual best
of the year list.

The book club secks to
promote Latino authers and
literacy by reading at least
one Latine book a mouth
so that readers can embrace
their Hispanic hentage, ac-
cording to its website,

“Frank  Brewster Il
shares his deepest passions
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& fercest poetry in Del
Corazon and better yet he
added music,” Maria C. Fer-
rer, founnder of Latina Book
Club said in a statemsent.
“"We love how they reflect
his hife and—how Frank en-
conrages readers & listeners
fo write their own poetry, to
release the passion within.”
Brewster was previous-
ly recognized by the book

BRE:;WSTER’S

GI‘.I)AFCAMAYA ENTERPRISES

club in 2015 for his first po-
book “Declarations of
ife.” Despite that earlier
accomplishment, he was still
shocked at his placement in
this year’s list.

“l was stunped the first
time | was there, but twice?
That's crazy,” he said, “"Del
Corazon is about life and
love in general. I like to take
things that are bigger than life
i!sc]g and put it into words
that people can relate to so
readers can interact with it
I publizh so that readers can
look at my writings through
their own eyes.”

Brewster  is  current-
I\r a Region 1 ESL reacher

Shz?-'tand High School

i teaches English
ta adults ar his former high
school,

“I wanted 10 give some-
thing back to the Sharyland
community the way they
gave me an education,
Brewster explained. “Writ-
ing just flows through me,
especially in Spanish. It's
a much more romantic lan-
guage to write and as some-
one who grew up bilingual, [
had the best of both worlds.
My peneration was fortu-
nate, we got to learn two lan-
guages simultaneously. It's a
tremendous asset for people
to have.”

Asa 1978 Sharyland grad-
uate, Brewster is pushing
to promote literacy through
children’s books he has wnt-
ten with inspiration from his
everyday life. He received
his bachelor's in music from
the University of Texas-Pan
American and has nearly 30
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ars of expenience teachin
ir:usic acrusp‘;nl.'h: Valley aEl
districts like Sharyland In-
dependent  School District,
Mission CISD, Hidalgo ISD
and Donma [SD.

Brewster has antheored six
children's books that have
been printed in both English
and Spanish as well: “Yel-
low gullr.rﬂy," “The  Lady
Bug, the Linle Ant and the
Lattle Worm,” “The Lost
Limle Kitten,” “The Black-
board,” “Little Champions™
and “Getting Ready Before
School.”

Each of Brewster's books
has a teacher’s edition, ex-
plaining which Texas Essen-
tial Knowledpe and Skills
and Siate of Texas Assess-
ments of Academic Readi-
ness points are covered and
how they should be taught.
The i copies vary in size
and language, depending on
the grade level of the stu-
dent. They also have a disk

attached with readings re-
corded for audio lessons

The former music teach-
er has included musical
soundiracks with his books
where he performs the ten-
or saxophone, along with
an acoustic puitar played by
Hector Rodriguez.

“Writing 15 a passion. [
love to do this, but I am not
doing this for me,” Brewster
saicl, “It i so kids can leamn,
education is the best weap-
on against poverty and vio-
lence.”

Brewster's books are be-
ing taught in 20 different
school around the state. Lo-
cally, the books are available
in the McAllen, Valley View,
Donna, P5JA and other
school districts,

“I"'m not just an author, 1
am an educator, “Brewster
said.



